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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SAN SA 02693 3022 16Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 ISO-OO SOE-02 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-OO EB-08 DOE-15 H-01 INR-10 INT-05 L-03 
NSAE-00 OMB-01 PM-05 OES-07 SP-02 SS-15 STR-07 
TRSE-00 ACDA-12 IO-13 HA-05 MCT-01 SY-05 NSCE-00 
SSO-OO ICAE-00 INRE-00 /148 W 

016317 302228Z/73 

OR302133Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8237 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
USCINCSO QUARRY HEIGHTS CZ 
DIA WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 2693 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, ASEC, SHUM. PINS, ES 

SUBJECT: EXXON CONSIDERING PARTIAL PULL OUT FORM EL SALVADOR 
DUE TO TERRORISM THREAT 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 2645, STATE 135950 

1 . EXXON OFFICIALS CALLED ON ME TODAY TO SAY THAT IN 
LIGHT OF MATSUMOTO KIDNAPPING, PUBLIC THREAT TO US, GERMAN 
AND JAPANESE BUSINESS COMMUNITIES, INABILITY OF GOES TO 
COME TO GRIPS WITH TERRORISM SITUATION, AND OVER-ALL 
POTENTIAL FOR RURAL AND URBAN VIOLENCE, THEY ARE MOVING 
TOWARD DECISION TO EFFECT PARTIAL PULL OUT OF THEIR 
OPERATIONS AND PERSONNEL FROM EL SALVADOR. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SAN SA 02693 3022 16Z 


2. THEY CONTEMPLATE PROBABLY TRANSFER OF THEIR REGIONAL 
HEADQUARTERS TO A LOCATION IN PANAMA OR WOMEWHERE ELSE 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA. THIS WOULD NOT FOR TIME BEING 
AFFECT OTHER PERSONNEL ENGAGED HERE IN MARKETING AND 
REFINERY OPERATIONS. THOSEMOVING WOULD BE MOST VISIBLE 
PERSONNEL, MOSTLY US AND THIRD-COUNTRY NATIONALS. NUMBER 
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DEPARTING WOULD BE IN RANGE OF 20-25 PERSONS, BUT OTHER 
CLERICAL AND SECRETARIAL PERSONNEL WOULD BE LAID OFF. 
COMPANY OFFICIALS ARE RELUCTANT TO TAKE THIS STEP AND 
ARE AWARE THAT IT WILL COME AS A BLOW TO THE GOES, BUT 
IN VIEW OF THREAT AND REALITIES OF PRESENT SITUATION AND 
PS Y CHOLOGIAL IMPACT UPON THEIR EMPLOYEES THEY FEEL THAT 
THEY HAVE LITTLE CHOICE. 

3. FINAL DECISION STILL PENDING. LOCAL EXXON OFFICIALS 
WILL BE CONFERRING WITH PRINCIPALS IN CORAL GABLES AND 
EXPECT TO BE IN WASHINGTON ON THURSDAY, IUNE 1, WHERE 
THEY HOPE TO CONSULT WITH ELEANOR HICKS, WADE MATTHEWS, 
SALLY SHELTON AND/OR AMBASSADOR ISHAM. 

DEVINE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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